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Abstract       The Natura 2000 sites are represented by two tipes of protected 
areas Sites of Community Importance (SCIs) and Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs, especially for bird species’ protection). Forests can be considered one 
of the most important components of the natural environment in Europe. One 
indicator of the vitality of forests is that the forest biotope hosts a large 
number of species of plants and animals. The forest habitat “9260 – Forest 
vegetation with Castanea sativa” is located in the alpine and continental 
bioregions. Its conservation status can be maintained or restored in 
combination with economic management of forests, consequently in this 
habitat the economic activities can be continued without substantial changes.   
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Following the "Conference on Environment and 

Development" in Rio de Janeiro, the EU countries have 

decided to take action to stop the decline of 

biodiversity. In order to achieve this aim, it was 

considered appropriate to preserve, first, the vulnerable 

species of plants and animals and together with their 

habitats, exactly within their natural range. Therefore, 

the ecological network "Natura 2000" was created. The 

implementation of this network is based on two main 

criteria: 

 The scientific criterion  –  the species and the 

habitats included in the “Natura 2000” 

network are based on field surveys and 

research which are finalized with filling a 

standard form. After designation, the 

conservation status of the species and the 

habitats will continue to be monitored; 

 The economic, cultural and social criterion 

of the area – the scope of the network is not 

to stop any human activity, but it promotes a 

harmonious co-existence between man and 

nature. 

During the implementation of the network a series of 

misunderstanding appeared. On a large scale, the most 

common misconception is that the Natura 2000 

network tries to establish a strict system of nature 

conservation where economic activities are not 

allowed. Although many threatened species and 

habitats, listed in the Annexes (of the Habitats and 

Birds Directives), should be better conserved in the 

future, most of the SCIs and SPAs were influenced by 

man over hundreds of years. In many cases, this human 

influence contributed to increase the ecological value 

of different habitats. Therefore, Natura 2000 allows 

economic activities that maintain or improve the 

conservation status of certain habitats. In some cases, 

these activities should be restricted, but in other cases 

the opposite.  But this varies from case to case, 

depending on the conservation status of each site [11]. 

 

Material and Method 

 
In order to achieve equivalence between the forest 

habitat of community interest and the Romanian 

habitats and the forest types used by the Romanian 

typology, they were used a series of scientific books 

and materials such as: “Interpretation Manual of 

European Union Habitats”, “Interpretation Manual of 

the Natura 2000 Habitats from Romania” – 

coordinators: D. Gafta and O. Mountford, “The 

Habitats of Romania” –  Doniţă et al., “Forest 

Ecosystem Types from Romania” – coordinators: N. 

Doniţă, C. Chiriţă, V. Stănescu, “The Forest Types 

from Romania” – S. Paşcovchi and V. Leandru and 

“The Reference List of the Habitat Types and the 

Species of Community Interest for Which the Sites of 

Community Interest Were Declared”. 

 

Regarding the elaboration of the management measures 

for the forest habitat 9260, they were used for 

documentation  management plans, studies from 

existing projects, the existing forestry technical norms 

and regulations (Technical norms for forestry 

management planning, Technical norms for forestry 

operations within young stands, Technical norms for 

forestry cutting systems), forest management plans and 

the legislative framework currently in force. 

 

Results 

 
The forest habitat 9260 – Forest vegetation with 

Castanea sativa is located in the alpine and continental 

bioregions. [4].  
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Table 1 

Equivalence between forest habitats of Community interest (Habitats Directive)  

and the habitats of Romania [1], [3], [4] 

Habitats Directive Corespondence 

with Palearctic 

Habitats 

Corespondenţa habitate România 

Code Name Habitats of Romania (Donita et al) Gafta & Mountford 

9260 
Forest vegetation 

with Castanea sativa 

41.9 

Chestnut woods 

Code Denumire Code 
Asociatii 

vegetale 

R4141 

Dacian-balcanic forests 

with sessile oak (Quercus 

petraea) and chestnut 

(Castanea sativa) with 

Genista tinctoria 

R4141 

Castaneo-

Quercetum 

Horvat 1938. 

 

For this type of habitat there was not found any 

equivalent within the forest types described by the 

decimal classification of the natural forest types of 

Romania. Within this type of habitat there are forests 

(located far from the Mediterranean basin) where 

Castanea sativa participates to the stands with 

minimum 30-40% in composition with sessile oak, 

mixed in different proportions with beech, sycamore, 

lime, wild cherry, while the lower canopy is 

represented by field maple, hornbeam, wild service tree 

(for an easier identification, the correspondence of this 

habitat with the habitats of Romania from Annex II can 

be used).   [1], [3], [4], [5] 

 

This type of habitat can be found in the SCIs from the 

following table: 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                           Table 2 

The national list of SCIs where the 9260 forest habitat is present [10] 

9260 forest 

habitat 

No. Code and name of the SCI 

1 ROSCI 0003 Arboretele de castan comestibil de la Baia Mare 

2 ROSCI 0128 Nordul Gorjului de Est 

3 ROSCI 0129 Nordul Gorjului de Vest 

 

 

Management measures [1], [2], [8], [9] 

 
 The regeneration of the stands is mainly 

acomplished by natural means and by articificial 

regeneration (plantations), favoring the 

maintenance and expansion of native species, 

characteristic for the habitat, and of the companion 

species;  

 The tending and carrying silvicultural operations 

of the young stands (clearings, thinnings) will be 

carried out according to the technical norms in 

order to increase their ecological stability;     

 The silvicultural operations such as caring the 

natural regeneration, clarings, thinnings, etc. in the 

chestnut stands infected with Cryphonectria 

parasitica will be carried out each year until May 

15. In the young chestnut stands where by 

extraction of the trees infected with C. parasitica 

doesn’t lower the canopy closure under 70%, an 

adequate phyto-sanitary status of the stands will be 

maintained by thinnings (having hygiene-cutting 

characteristics). 

 In the areas where the functional zoning of the 

forests allow forest harvesting, it is recommended 

to use the special conservation cuttings (the stands 

placed on degraded lands or placed on slopes 

steeper than 35
0
, and the stands located in heavily 

polluted areas). 

 In the case of the chestnut trees affected by bark 

cancer, biological control measures are 

recommended, and to prevent the infections with 

Phytophthora cambivora the drainage will be 

improved in the areas with excessive humidity. 

 Dead trees (fallen and/or standing) will be 

maintained for biodiversity conservation (up to 5 

exemplars per hectare, other species than 

chestnut). 

 The forest harvesting operations will be carried out 

according to „The instructions regarding the terms, 

methods and periods of harvest and transport 

wooden material from forests”; 

 The fall and extraction of all chestnut trees 

infected by C. parasitica and having more than 2/3 

of the crown dead will be carried out each year 

befor April 1. 

 Following the silvicultural interventions, it is 

forbidden to change the aim-composition of the 

stands and to promote stand compositions not 

according to the natural forest type.   

 If within the habitat they are found degraded 

stands or stands heavily modified by man, 

ecological reconstruction will be proposed with the 
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use of local provenances of the seeds, these works 

aiming to re-build the stand composition according 

to the natural forest type composition.  

 
Other intervensions [1], [6] 

 
 The maintenance, repair, modernisation and 

rehabilitation of the roads will be made with 

maximum caution, in order not to deteriorate the 

habitat in their surrounding area.  It will be 

avoided, as much as possible, the construction of 

new roads through the habitat (accepted only when 

there is no other technical possibility and when the 

road is vitally important to the owner or the local 

community); 

 The populations of ungulates will be maintained 

within optimal rates in order not to jeopardize the 

regeneration of the edifying plant species. If it’s 

necessary, there will be used repellent substances 

or othe methods to protect the regeneration of the 

edifying plant species against wildlife; 

 Measures will be taken to prevent grazing 

(especially in young regeneration stands and 

within the mature stands where the regeneration is 

aimed to be set); 

 Lighting fire will be allowed only in special 

designated areas outside the habitat. Given the 

danger of extending the forest fires in neighboring 

lands, burning crop residues on neighboring land 

will be made only with the approval of the 

competent authority for environmental protection 

and with prior notification to public services for 

emergency situations (as art. 94, paragraph I, of 

GEO. 195/2005 on environmental protection); 

 Within the habitat, it shall be prohibited the 

abandonment of waste of any kind; 

 If there are areas with rare species (plants or 

animals), they will be managed according to their 

conservation requirements. 

 

Conclusions 

 
The aim of the modern forest management includes the 

health, diversity, productivity and sustainability of the 

ecosystems and the different elements they contain. 

This vision has advantages over the possible conflicts 

which could be generated by these multiple uses, and 

the role of the Natura 2000 network is to maintain and 

restore the favourable conservation status of the forest 

habitats of Community interest.  

It was found that the management measures for the 

9260 forest habitat, provided by the current technical 

rules, are promoting its sustainable management, 

following their application ensuring the favorable 

conservation status of this habitat, the only 

conditionings / special recommendations appear in the 

case of the silvicultural operations and forest 

harvesting within the stands affected by Cryphonectria 

parasitica. It is also important that the management 

measures to be closely related to the priority forest 

function (production or protection), in the case of 

Natura 2000 sites these measures will be adapted to the 

needs of the habitats for which the sites were 

designated. 
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